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This is in response to application filed on February 27, 2002 in which claims 1-25 are 
presented for examination. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-25 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements filed on August 08, 2003; May 29, 2003; 
and February 27, 2002 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and 
MPEP § 609. They have been placed in the application file and the information referred 
to therein has been considered as to the merits. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims are allowable over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present 
invention is directed to a technique for providing an enhanced level of indirection to a 
resource attached to a destination. The closest prior art [Bober U.S. Patent no. 
6,718,372] discloses a method and apparatus for providing access by a first computing 
system to data stored in a shared storage device managed by a second computing 
system. However, Bober failed to show the claimed feature of " comparing a content 
of a widellnk directive with first parts ofwidelink entries stored in a translation 
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table of a first storage system, the widelink directive generated and sent by a 
client to the first storage system within a first request to access the resource; 
substituting the content of the widelink directive with a second part of a matching 
widelink entry indicating a correct path to the destination; and establishing a 
connection from the client to the destination over the correct path to thereby 
provide the enhanced level of direction that enables access by the client to the 
requested resource ". These claimed features being present in independent claims 1 , 
20 and 23 render claims 1-6 and 20-25 allowable over the prior art of record. Bober 
also failed to show the claimed limitations of " a widelink directive generated by a first 
computer and sent to the first storage system for storage in the memory, the 
widelink directive having a content defined as an original path descriptor to a 
resource; and a widelink entry structure adapted for storage in a svmlink 
translation table of the memory, the widelink entry structure having a multiple- 
part format wherein a first part of the widelink entry is compared with the content 
of the widelink directive and, if a match is found, the content of the directive is 
substituted with a second part of the widelink to enable access to the resource on 
a second storage system ". These claimed features being present in independent 
claim 7 render claims 7-1 6 allowable over the prior art of record. Further, Bober failed 
to show the claimed feature of " a memory organized as storage locations to store 
data structures, including a translation table having a plurality of entries; an 
operating system resident in the memory, the operating system including special 
code configured to access the translation table in response to a widelink directive 
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to compare a content of the widelink directive with the entries of the table, the 
special code further configured to provide a correct path to the resource attached 
to the remotely configured destination in response to the content of the widelink 
directive matching a widelink entry of the translation table ". These claimed 
features being present in independent claim 17 render claims 17-19 allowable over the 
prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz Coby whose telephone number is 571 272 4017. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Saturday 3:00PM-1 0:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571 272 4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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